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RAIN CENTRE

IS A ONE-STOP INFORMATION 

AND

ASSISTANCE CENTRE 

FOR 

RAINWATER HARVESTING
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THIS FIRST RAIN CENTRE   

IN THE COUNTRY WAS  SET 

UP IN CHENNAI

WAS INAGURATED BY THE 

THEN CHIEF MINISTER  OF 

TAMIL NADU 

IN AUGUST 2002
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SANITATION ISSUES

IN

2. PERI-URBAN AREAS

3. URBAN AREAS

1. RURAL AREAS
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SANITATION 

All about Human 

defecation 

&

Its Disposal
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THOUGH ALL OF US 

DEFECATE IN ONLY ONE 

WAY 

ITS DISPOSAL IS BROADLY  

OF SIX DIFFERENT TYPES
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SIX DIFFERENT TYPES

2. SOAK PITS/PIT LATRINES ïWET ï

IN RURAL &  PERI-URBAN AREAS

3. SEPTIC TANKS ïWET ïWELL & 

NOT-SO-WELL DESIGNED IN PERI-

URBAN AREAS

1. OPEN DEFECATION ïDRY ïIN 

ALL THREE AREAS
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SIX DIFFERENT TYPES

5.UNDERGROUND SEWERAGE 

SYSTEM ïWET ïONLY IN CHENNAI

6. ECOLOGICAL SANITATION ïDRY ï

ULTIMATE IN SANITATION

4. OPEN MUNICIPAL DRAINS ï

WET ïIN PERI-URBAN AREAS & 

SMALL TOWNS
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WHILE SOAK PITS, SEPTIC 

TANKS AND ECOSAN ARE 

AT THE MICRO LEVEL

OPEN DEFECATION, OPEN 

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS AND 

UNDERGROUND 

SEWERAGE SYSTEMS ARE 

AT THE MACRO LEVEL
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OUR ACTIVITIES IN 

ECOSAN

PLACE: KOVALAM

WITH

COSTAL AND RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT TRUST 
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Kovalam

is an ancient coastal town  

30 kms. South of Chennai

6 Habitations ïa fishermenôs 

kuppam (largest), 3 dalit settlements 

and 2 Islamic habitations. 
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Why Kovalam?

Close to Chennai   

Fast developing peri-urban area

Shrinking of open spaces making 

open defecation difficult

Need for toilets increasing 
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Why Kovalam?

Good Groundwater ïwater table 

high during post-monsoon   

Almost everyone has a plot of land 

and a house ïthanks to tsunami

BUT NO TOILETS IN A LARGE 

MAJORITY OF THEM!!!
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First Phase

* Awareness Raising since 2005

* First Toilet in 2006

supported by IITM 1970

* 9 Toilets in the Kuppam and Dalit 

Settlement in 2007-08

Supported by FAKT, Germany & 

Arghyam, Bangalore
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* 12 Toilets in Kovalam kuppam 

and 5 in Pungeri by Japan 

Students Fund in 2007-08

*  Students were from the 

Institute of Buddhist Economics, 

Komazawa University, Tokyo, 

Japan 

Handed over to the residents by 

the Consul General of Japan
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* Twin squatting pans 

* Initial Cost was Rs. 10000 in 

2007-08

Rs. 2000/= from the 

beneficiaries (Rs.1000 at the time 

of booking and Rs.1000 after 

completion)
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Second Phase

* Under IBEKU ïJICA Grant   29 

toilets in Kovalam ïdalit habitat 

and 10 more in Pungeri were 

constructed in 2009-10

* Handed over to the residents by 

Ms. Pamela Walsh, Founder, 

Friends of India, Geneva 
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